
February 20, 1963 

Dr. Sydney Rubbo 
Bacteriology Department 
University of Melbourne 
Parkvil le N. 2, Victoria 
Austral ia 

Dear Syd: 

It was good to have your letter of February 15. I know the 
gratification that the opening of the new bug school will bring 
to you and our friends, particularly after so many years of 
wai tTng and working for it. i am sentimental enough to want 
to share in that with you. Since you first al luded to the pos- 
sibility, I have been looking forward to the occasion and It 
would certainly be a point of great personal pleasure to renew 
the very friendly acquaintances that our visit in 1957 brought 
about. 

But I am afraid that in a very few years I have Just about 
completely lost my zest, even capacity, for extensive traveling, 
and I find that more and more, even the most delightful trips 
constitute an unconscionable drain on my time and energy to do 
the principal tasks to which I am carmitted. Perhaps J us t 
because it would be a matter of such great persohal pleasure, 
I do not thlnk I will be able to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy it. 

Please be1 ieve me, al 1 of this has nothing whatever to do with 
the question of your very understandable problem about trying 
to find financial support for what should be a very auspicious 
and singular occasfon. I do think you should make every posslble 
effort to obtain the necessary support from local sources, or at 
least those, for exmple, industries that have some special 
interest in Australian affairs. I think It very unlikely that 
the NSF would furnish pore than partial, matching support for 
an affair so closely connected with your Own institution. The 
outlook might possibly be more optimistic if it were sponsored 
by the Australian Microbiological Society or even more preferably 
by SOW international scientific organization. 1 honest 1 y do not 
know what better, more practical advice to offer, except that 
whatever approach you make to any government or foundation source 
will certainly be strangthened by a showing of some degree of 
local participation. 

I am sorry that my felicitations have to be coupled with some 
partial diffidence, but I hope you wlll understand that this 
origins quite outside my affection for the bug school, its 
mrmhr WC anrl +)\.a rrn,ntr\r In whfrh tt Ic lnrntsd 


